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TEACHING ENGLISH FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES FOR FUTURE LAWYERS

BUKJIAJAHHA AHTIJIIMCHKOI MOBH 3A MPO®ECIMHUM CIIPSIMYBAHHAM
A MAUBYTHIX IOPUCTIB

The article analyzes the specific features of teaching English for Specific Purposes to future law students in
the context of globalization, European integration, and the growing demand for internationally competent legal
professionals. It emphasizes that English proficiency today is an integral component of a lawyer’s professional
culture and a necessary condition for successful communication in international legal practice. The study
highlights that the main goal of ESP instruction is not only to develop language knowledge and skills but also
to form the ability to apply them effectively in professional contexts — during negotiations, in court hearings,
when drafting legal documents, and while providing consultations to foreign clients. The paper discusses
methodological and pedagogical approaches that integrate linguistic, legal, and cultural content, ensuring
the development of professional communicative competence. Considerable attention is given to the use
of interactive and innovative teaching methods, including case studies, role plays, business games, debates,
simulations of trials, and integrated interdisciplinary lessons that combine foreign language and legal studies.
The use of authentic legal materials contributes to mastering professional terminology and developing analytical
and argumentative skills. The article also focuses on the implementation of modern educational technologies —
digital platforms, online resources, mobile applications — which help personalize the learning process, increase
students’ motivation, and simulate real professional communication. The author stresses that the development
of intercultural competence plays a decisive role in the professional growth of law students, enabling them to
understand legal systems, customs, and communication styles of other countries, and to function successfully
in multicultural environments. Teaching English for Specific Purposes to future lawyers, therefore, becomes
an essential factor in forming highly qualified, competitive, and globally oriented specialists capable of solving
complex professional tasks in English and effectively participating in international cooperation.
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interactive learning, digital technologies, globalization.

Y cTatTi npoaHanisoBaHO OCOOMMBOCTI BUWKNagaHHA aHrmiNCbkoi MOBU 3a MNPOGECINHUM  CMPSIMYBaHHSM
ManbyTHIM tOpuUCTaM y KOHTEKCTi rnobanisauinHiux nNpoueciB, €BpOMenchbKoi iHTerpauii Ta 3pocTaHHs notpebu
B MiAroToBL|i BUCOKOKBANI(PiKOBaHNX, KOHKYPEHTOCMNPOMOXHMX i MiXKHApOAHO KOMMNETEHTHMX (haxiBLiB y ranysi npasa.
lMigKpecneHo, Wo BOMOAIHHSA aHIMIACHKOK MOBOK CbOrOAHI € HEBIQ'€EMHVMM enieMeHTOM MPOECIHOI KynbTypu
lopucTa, HEeOobXigHOK YMOBOK edeKTUBHOI KOMYyHikauii Ta chiBnpaui B MiXHapOZHOMY MpaBOBOMY CEPELOBMLL.
3a3HayeHo, Lo rofIoBHOK METOI HaBYaHHSA aHIMIMCbKOi MOBY 3@ MPOMECIMHUM CIPSIMYBaHHSM € He NuLle PO3BUTOK
MOBHWX 3HaHb | HABUYOK, a 1 (POPMYBaHHS 3AATHOCTI 3aCTOCOBYBATU iX y pearnbHUX NpodecinHmMX cutyauisx — nig yac
Cy#oOBMX 3acigaHb, AiNoBMX NeperoBopis, MiArOTOBKY NpoUecyanbHUX JOKYMEHTIB, YKNaaaHHA OOroBOpIB, HadaHHS
KOHCynbTauii iIHO3eMHUM KrieHTaM TOLLO. Y CTaTTi OKpecneHo METOAMYHI M nedarorivHi miaxogu, WO iHTerpytoTb
NIHIBICTUYHUIA, NPABOBUM | KYNMbTYPHUA acmneKkTU HaBYaHHSA, CMPUSHOYM PO3BUTKY MPOMECINHOI KOMYHIKaTUBHOI
KOMMETEHTHOCTI. 3Ha4yHa yBara npuvgineHa BUKOPUCTaHHIO iIHTEPAKTUBHUX METOAIB HaBYaHHS, 30KpemMa Kenc-ctagi,
POnbOBUX irop, AinoBumx irop, AebaTiB, MOAEMOBaHHS CyAOBKX MPOLECIB, @ TaKOX MKAUCLUMNNIHAPHWX 3aHATb, SKi
NOEOHYIOTb iHO3EMHY MOBY 3 DaxOBUMMW AUCLMNAIHAMUW KOPUANYHOTO LIMKY. BUKOPUCTaHHSA aBTEHTUYHUX FOPUONYHNX
MaTepianis — MiKHapOOHWX yrod, Cy4oBMX MpeLedeHTiB, AOroBOpiB, 3aKOHOAABYMX akTiB — CNpUsie OnaHyBaHHIO
nNpodecCiiHOI TePMIHONOTiT, POPMYBaHHIO aHAMNITUYHKX, FTOMYHMX | apryMEHTaTUBHUX HaBMYOK CTyaeHTiB. Okpemo
HarosoLweHo Ha BMPOBAaKEHHI Cy4aCHMX OCBITHIX TEXHOMOriN: LMdpPoBMX NnatdopmM, OHMaMH-KYpPCiB, MOOBIMbHUX
3aCTOCYHKIB, 4aT-00TiB Ta €MEMEHTIB LUTYYHOrO IHTENEKTY, SKi JO3BOMSATb MEPCOHaMi3yBaT HaBYarbHUIA NPOLIEC,
NiABULLNUTA MOr0 ePEKTUBHICTb, MOTUBALLO CTYEHTIB Ta CTBOPUTU YMOBM, MakcUManbHO HaOnvKeHi 4O peanbHOi
npodeciiHOi KOMYHiKaLii. 3a3HayeHo, Lo PO3BUTOK MiXKYNbTYPHOI KOMMETEHTHOCTI Ma€ BupillarnibHe 3HaYeHHS
y NpopeciiHOMY CTaHOBIEHHI IopUCTa, OCKINbKM Aae 3Mory ManbyTHIM daxiBLsM po3yMiTvi MPaBOBi CUCTEMU, ETUKET,
Tpaguuii Ta CTWni CNinKyBaHHSA NPEACTaBHUKIB IHLUMX KpaiH, Lo 3abesnedye iXHIO yCnillHy iHTerpawito y CBiTOBWIA
npaeoBuin npocTip. OTxe, HaBYaHHSA aHIMINCbKOI MOBM 3@ NPOMECIMHUM CNPSMYBaHHAM Y Mi4roToBLi CTYAEHTIB-
IOPUCTIB € OOHUM i3 KIOYOBUX YMHHUKIB (DOPMYBAHHSI CyvacHOro daxiBusi HOBOMO MOKOMIHHA — KOMMETEHTHOrO,
KYNbTYPHO CBIZOMOrO, 30aTHOr0 40 aHaniTUYHOrO MUCIEHHS Ta ePeKTUBHOT y4acTi y MiXXHapO4Hi NpaBoBii cnisnpadi.

KntoyoBi cnoBa: aHrmincbka MoBa 3a MNPOdECIHUM  CNpAMYBaHHSAM, CTYAEHTU-IOPUCTU, MpodeciiHa
KOMMETEHTHICTb, MDKKYNbTYypHa KOMYHiKaUis, iHHOBaUiViHi MeToayW, iHTepaKTMBHE HaBYaHHS, LMPOBI TEXHOMOTI,
rnoGanisaduisi.
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Problem statement. The current development
of international business contacts and the expansion
of international cooperation in various fields of
activity necessitate the mastery of foreign languages
as a means of international communication for
specialists in any profession, based on the specific
characteristics of their field. Proficiency in English
enables lawyers to work with international legal
documents, participate in negotiations, conferences,
seminars, conduct legal analysis of foreign
legislation, and apply it in their practice.

A high level of English language proficiency
among future lawyers is becoming one of the
prerequisites for successful professional activity
and competitiveness in the labor market, allowing
them to freely communicate and correspond with
foreign colleagues, participate in discussions on
professional topics, advise foreign individuals and
legal entities on legal issues, draft legal documents in
modern English, resolve various issues in the field of
law, etc. In this regard, the issue of the specifics of
teaching English for professional purposes to future
lawyers becomes relevant.

Analysis of recent research and publications.
Many scholars have devoted attention to the study
of professional communication training: N. Borisko,
V. Borshchovetska, N. Zinukova, S. Kolomiets,
Z. Korneva, O. Tarnopolsky, C. Barret, P. Bimmel,
L. Dam, T. Hutchinson, D. Little, W. Littlewood,
A. Waters, and others. Scientific research into
innovative methods of teaching foreign languages
to future lawyers in wartime includes the works
of such scholars as N. Azarova, Yu. Anisimova,
M. Lebedeva, 1. Savka, and T. Yaremko.
The scientific works of O. Badurka, P. Bilenchuk,
N. Koval, and O. Skakun are devoted to improving
the professional training of lawyers. The theoretical
and practical results of these scientific works formed
the basis of our research.

The aim of this study is to identify and analyze
the peculiarities of teaching English for specific
purposes to future lawyers.

Presentation of the main material. Foreign
language for specific purposes, involves developing
the foreign language proficiency of future lawyers
and taking into account the specifics of their future
professional activities. To solve this problem,
it is necessary not only to teach students legal
terminology in English, but also to develop their
ability to use legal terms in practice. An integral
feature of teaching English for specific purposes
to future lawyers is taking into account the
specifics of the professional sphere, which will

allow them in the future to use their knowledge
for documentation, negotiations, protocols, and
successful communication with foreign colleagues.
It should be noted that by the term professional
competence we mean the ability to demonstrate
professional  qualities, improve qualifications,
establish business connections, and adapt to needs
and changes [1, c. 204].

According to international requirements, the
level of English proficiency of future lawyers
cannot be lower than B2. Unfortunately, not all
students have English skills that meet this level.
To achieve the appropriate level, teachers need to
engage students in developing their professional
competence through English language learning,
primarily by selecting appropriate topics for
discussion and choosing materials that cover all
types of speech activities. Therefore, teachers need to
take into account the following features of teaching
English for specific purposes: age, psychological,
pedagogical, organizational, technological, and
specific to representatives of a particular specialty.
Since we teach English for specific purposes to
future lawyers, let’s consider the characteristics
specific to these specialists. It is worth taking into
account the fact that future lawyers have chosen
their specialization and entered the university in
order to study professional subjects and acquire
professional competence in their field [2, c. 232].
Learning English may not be a priority for them,
although most students understand that English is
the language of international communication and
are therefore willing to make an effort to master
a foreign language. Teachers need to constantly
increase the motivation of future lawyers to learn
English and model the language environment during
the learning process. At the same time, teachers
must take into account the interests of their students
and their professional knowledge in the process of
teaching English for specific purposes.

Among the specific characteristics inherent in
future lawyers, the following should be highlighted:
law students are distinguished by a tendency to use
clear formulations from specific sources, to justify
their statements, to think critically, etc. In addition,
the issue of developing professional competence
in future lawyers is relevant given the insufficient
number of hours allocated to English language study
in higher education institutions.

A distinctive feature of teaching English
for professional purposes to future lawyers is
independent work by students, in the planning
of which the teacher must take into account
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the individual characteristics of each student.
Independent work can be carried out by preparing
students for a variety of learning materials.
Interesting, modern, and high-quality materials with
a communicative focus play an important role in this
process. Among the features of teaching English for
specific purposes to future lawyers, the following
should be highlighted: a large number of terms,
specific grammatical structures, differences between
their own national legal system and the legal system
of the country whose language they are studying.

It should be emphasized that both spoken and
written forms of legal language are difficult to
understand even for native English speakers, who
find it difficult to understand the language used in
court, and their lawyers have to explain the meaning
of many phrases to them. Learning English legal
vocabulary plays an important role in developing
students’ communication and discussion skills in
typical professional communication situations, as
well as in developing writing skills. The specifics
of teaching English for specific purposes to
future lawyers necessitate the optimization of the
educational process. Let us consider the possibilities
for implementing the teaching of English for specific
purposes to future lawyers. In today’s environment,
this task can be accomplished through the use of
interactive methods that bring learning closer to
real-life conditions and various Internet resources. It
is important to select teaching materials that reflect
contemporary and professional issues faced by legal
professionals and ways to solve them in practice.
In the process of mastering English for specific
purposes, future lawyers need to work with authentic
legal documents that discuss aspects of law, the legal
systems of other countries, and their cultures, which
contribute to the study of terminology.

Adequate communication requires not only
to know how to use certain foreign language
vocabulary to express their thoughts correctly and
competently (knowledge of the linguistic code of the
language being learned), but also to know how to use
certain means foreign language in various situations
of communication with foreigners (how to correctly
start and end a conversation; how to address the
interlocutor; what topics should be discussed in
different situations, etc.); the ability to use strategic
competence techniques in case of difficulties in
the communication process and to evaluate the
performance of the act of communication. Given the
specifics of training future lawyers in professional
foreign language competence, attention should be
paid to the pedagogical conditions that contribute to

the formation of this personal phenomenon among
representatives of the legal profession: ensuring
the foreign language orientation of the learning
process, fostering and organizing independent
work of students in higher education institutions;
creating a favorable socio-psychological climate
in the educational environment in the process of
students mastering a foreign language; introducing
personality-oriented dialogue and game technologies
in the process of developing professional foreign
language competence in students who are future
lawyers. In legal practice, the communicative
competence of a lawyer plays an important role,
since the legal profession is one of the professions
with a high degree of linguistic responsibility, where
words are a professional tool, the mastery of which
determines not only the success of professional
activity, but also the fate of other people and society
as a whole [3, c. 104].

The main task of foreign language learning
in higher education institutions at the present
stage is not only to teach students to use it as a
means of communication in all types of speech
activity in various situations, but also to apply the
foreign language in all types of speech activity in
professional situations, to be capable of foreign-
language professional communication in solving
professional problems. Future specialists in the field
of law need to perform highly skilled analytical and
organizational work, correctly assess situations,
and express their opinions in a reasonable and clear
manner. The discrepancy between the professional
language training of future lawyers and the current
state of affairs is exacerbated by the contradictions
between the labor market’s requirements for
fundamental language training for such specialists
and their actual language knowledge, abilities, and
skills.

Taking into account the main requirements
for organizing work aimed at developing the
professional qualities of future lawyers in the
process of learning a foreign language, it seems
appropriate to consider the following possibilities for
implementing methods of professional orientation in
the training of future law specialists in the process of
studying humanities disciplines.

1. Tasks aimed at developing competence in
dialogical and monological speech and writing using
authentic legal texts to model typical communicative
situations. In the process of performing such
exercises, future lawyers learn

— to express their own opinions;

— ask for the point of view of their interlocutor;
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express agreement/disagreement on a particular
issue;

— identify the main points, supplement;

— summarize a conversation;

— write business letters, such as: a letter of
inquiry, a letter of response to an inquiry, a letter of
complaint, a letter of order, a letter of confirmation
of order, a letter of reminder, a letter of invitation,
a letter of refusal, a letter of warning, a letter of
acceptance of a position, etc.

2. Tasks aimed at developing communication and
discussion skills using active listening techniques.
In the process of performing such exercises, future
lawyers develop the ability to conduct discussions,
debates, and negotiations. Exercises aimed at
developing communication and discussion skills are
designed to simulate real situations of professional
communication. Due to Ukraine’s increasing
integration into European and global structures, oral
communication is becoming increasingly important,
as future lawyers may undergo internships in other
countries, particularly English-speaking ones.

3. Tasks in the form of educational business
games, which are aimed at activating the learning
process. Business games in the learning process
are useful for overcoming language difficulties,
practicing language material, activating language
activity, etc.

Another method of studying a foreign
language for professional purposes is integrated
classes — interdisciplinary classes (combining

material from several courses or disciplines). An
integrated, binary class is a class in which different
disciplines are combined around the study of a single
topic. The specificity of such classes lies in the fact
that they are conducted jointly by teachers of two or
more related disciplines [4, c. 150].

During such classes, students assimilate the
material more effectively and delve deeper into
specific aspects of the content. For example, when
studying the topic “The System of Courts in USA”
from the course History of the State and Law of
Foreign Countries, instructors conduct lessons
in both the native and foreign languages. This
allows students to better understand the material
and gain an appreciation of the customs and
traditions of other countries. Like a game, a debate
is a type of discussion. Debates allow participants
to demonstrate their knowledge and share their
experiences and ideas. The purpose of using this
form of discussion is to teach students to express
their views calmly in a friendly atmosphere. Debate
participants must be able to present arguments for

and against the idea under discussion and convince
their opponents of the correctness of their position
using clear logic.

Case studies allow students to work with
real or realistic legal situations, developing their
ability to analyze facts, argue legal positions, and
make decisions in English. Business games create
conditions for modeling professional interactions,
such as negotiations or contract signing, in which
students can practice their communication skills
in a format that is as close as possible to real
professional challenges. Simulations of court
proceedings in English provide an opportunity to
immerse oneself in the work of lawyers, judges, or
other participants in the judicial system, honing not
only language skills but also legal thinking. The use
of modern technologies significantly increases the
effectiveness of English language teaching in higher
education institutions. Various online platforms offer
interactive tasks, tests, and materials that meet the
professional needs of students. Practical methods,
namely case studies, business games, and mock
trials, play an important role in teaching English at
law schools. Mobile applications such as Quizlet and
Legal English Vocabulary Trainer enable students
to expand their vocabulary, improve their grammar,
and practice pronunciation at any convenient
time [5, c. 1092].

The implementation of chatbots and artificial
intelligence systems helps create a personalized
learning  environment  where students can
communicate with virtual partners, simulating
real-life situations. The introduction of chatbots
and artificial intelligence systems helps to create a
personalized learning environment where students
can communicate with virtual partners, simulating
real-life professional situations. The integration
of these technologies helps to increase student
motivation, develop their communication skills,
and adapt the educational process to the conditions
of the modern digital world. Mastering the English
language in higher education institutions of law
contributes to the development of intercultural
communication, which is an integral part of a
lawyer’s professional activity in the context of
globalization.

Knowledge of the linguistic features and cultural
nuances of international legal discourse helps
students navigate a multicultural environment, taking
into account the specifics of the legal systems of
different countries. The use of authentic materials,
in particular international conventions, treaties, or
court precedents, enables students to analyze the
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peculiarities of the wording of legal documents
in English. The development of intercultural
communication in the educational process is aimed
at forming skills for adapting to cultural differences,
which includes studying linguistic etiquette,
analyzing the legal traditions of other countries, and
developing tolerance for the cultural characteristics
of partners. This helps future lawyers to interact
effectively in an international environment,
conduct negotiations, represent clients’ interests,
or participate in international arbitration. Thus,
the development of intercultural communication
increases students’ professional readiness for the
challenges of a globalized world.

Conclusions and prospects for further
research. The discipline “Foreign Language for
Specific Purposes” is an important component in
the training of law students, the purpose of which

is not to provide future lawyers with a certain set of
linguistic knowledge, but to enable them to use it for
keeping records, conducting business negotiations
on professional topics, providing legal advice, etc.
Taking into account the specifics of teaching English
for specific purposes allows for improving the level
of oral and written communication skills, which
opens up opportunities for future lawyers for career
growth and successful employment.

Further research on the formation of foreign
language communicative competence may involve
a more in-depth analysis of the latest methods
of teaching foreign languages for professional
purposes using authentic materials, which will
contribute to the development of methodological
recommendations  for both  classroom and
independent learning for master’s students in public
management and administration.
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